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Research Paper

Early libraries were not a very popular place for many people to visit, because they were
difficult to use and unorganized.

There were several library reformers who tried to improve

libraries, at this time. One such reformer was a man named Melvil Dewey. Dewey had specific
ideas about everything in the library. He felt the unorganized style of the library was causing the
difficulty for users. In order to solve this problem, he developed a classification system. This
classification system became known as the Dewey Decimal Classification system. This paper
will examine his life, how his classification system works, and Dewey's influences on libraries
today.
Melvil Dewey was born in Adams Center, New York in 1851. Dewey was the youngest
offive children born to Joel and Eliza Green Dewey. He was given the name Melville Louis
Kossuth Dewey. While he was still a boy, he dropped Louis from his name; later he dropped
both Kossuth and the "le" from the end of Melville. (Whitman, 1985)
Dewey's parents were hard workers who did not earn a lot of money. His father Joel was
a bootmaker. His mother, Eliza was a stay-at-home mother. Joel and Eliza Dewey were
extremely thrifty and industrious; traits which they passed on to their son. When Dewey was in
his teens, his father bought a general store. At this time, Dewey, who was gifted in mathematics,
was studying bookkeeping.

He looked at the store's books and was able to determine that it was

losing money. He shared this information with his father. After hearing this information, Joel
Dewey sold the store and moved the family to Oneida, New York. (Whitman, 1985)
After the move, Dewey briefly attended the Hungerford Collegiate Institute in Adams.
He then wanted to attend the Oneida Seminary, which he did for a few weeks. While he was at
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the Seminary, he was offered ajob at Bernhard's Bay school in Oswego County, New York. He
accepted the position and moved to Oswego County. (Whitman, 1985)
While teaching, Dewey realized he wanted to continue his education. So he enrolled at
Amherst College in 1870. He worked in the library while going to school. He wanted to
improve the organization of the library, so he traveled to many other libraries to compare their
methods to those at Amherst's library. One trip took him to Wellesley, where he met Annie
Roberts Godfrey, who was the librarian there. (Whitman, 1985)
He managed to study, go to class, travel from library to library, and continue to improve
Amherst's library at the same time. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1874 and his
Masters degree in 1877. Dewey remained close to Annie Roberts Godfrey during this time and
on October 19, 1878 they were married. After their marriage, the couple settled near Wellesley,
where in 1882, Dewey was made a consultant. (Whitman, 1985)
Dewey had great spirit and passion for topics concerning the library. The Library Journal
was launched in 1876 and Dewey was the editor of its first five volumes. Along with the Library
Journal, the American Library Association was organized in 1876. Dewey was elected secretary
that year and held the position unti11890. He was then elected President for two terms, the first
in 1890 and the second in 1892. After his second term as President, Dewey was elected
treasurer. He held this job for three years, before leaving it in 1896. (Whitman, 1985)
He moved to Boston to organize the Library Bureau. The Bureau was responsible for
distributing supplies and equipment. While he was working with the Library Bureau, he became
associated with the American Metric Bureau, the Spelling Reform Association, and other
educational reform groups. (Whitman, 1985)

2

He then moved back to New York and became the librarian at Columbia University in
1883. On November 5, 1888 he was suspended from his job as Head Librarian because the
trustees suspected him of immoral motives. Dewey had very thorough ideas for the way a good
library should be organized. One of these ideas was that librarians should be female. The idea
that the trustees suspected to be immoral was the fact that he requested that the female applicants
describe their physical attributes and if possible include a photograph with their applications.
Dewey explained that he just wanted this information to help him find positions for the students.
He was reinstated by the board, but he decided to resign in December. (Whitman, 1985)
On December 12, 1888, Dewey was elected secretary-treasurer of the State Board of
Regents and Director of the State Library. He was asked to supervise the removal of the State
Library of New York to a new location in Albany. He moved to Albany with the library. The
Columbia library school followed him there in 1890. (Whitman, 1985)
Also in 1890, he wanted to make the State Library more useful. He helped establish the
Association of State Libraries, which further developed the library collections. The Association
also helped to institute a home education department, an extension division, traveling libraries,
and a library school. This was the school that was formally at Columbia University.

The school

remained with the State Library until 1926, when it returned to Columbia University. (Whitman,
1985)
While he was helping with the setup of the State Library in Albany, charges were again
brought up against him. This time he was accused of financial manipulation when he bought his
house. He was also accused of pressuring students to purchase bicycles that he had gotten at
wholesale.

He was later exonerated on all of these counts. (Whitman, 1985)
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Even though he was exonerated of all counts, some people thought he should not be in
the position of secretary-treasurer of the State Board of Education. He resigned, but kept his job
as Head Librarian of the State Library. He also continued to write articles in library circulars.
(Whitman, 1985)
Dewey was the center of another controversy. Late in 1904 and early 1905, citizens of
the state of New York wanted Dewey to resign as Head Librarian of the New York State Library.
They started a petition stating he was not ever in his office and not easily accessible. Librarian
of Congress Herbert Putnam spoke on Dewey's behalf, but Dewey resigned his position anyway.
(Beckel & Brichford, 1984)
Dewey was involved with the Metric Bureau and the Spelling Reform Association.
Earlier in his career, Dewey was associated with the Metric Bureau. On May 19, 1875, he
learned about a conference that was held in Paris. Attending this conference were
representatives of different countries. Dewey set a goal to try to convince the United States to
adopt the Metric System. He began working to achieve this goal. He believed this concept
would be fairly easy to promote in the United States. (Wiegand, 1996)
The Metric System was one of the main reasons that Dewey became librarian at
Columbia College. The President of Columbia College at that time was Frederick August Porter
Barnard. Barnard shared these beliefs about the Metric System with Dewey. Dewey believed
this job would help him achieve his goal of converting the United States to the Metric System.
(Whitman, 1985)
While he was working for the Metric Bureau, he became associated with the Spelling
Reform Association.

He began to use simplified spelling more and more often. He had many

opportunities to sell the benefits of simplified spelling methods to anyone who would listen. He
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felt that spelling reform would help non-English speaking immigrants learn to speak and read
English faster. This would help them adjust to the American culture more easily. He also
thought that the simplified spelling methods would save students a lot of time when learning
about English, because they would not have to memorize the irregularities of the language.
(Wiegand, 1996)
Even with the goals that Dewey set for the Metric Bureau and all the good he felt would
come from the Spelling Reform Association, both died with him. The Metric Bureau enjoyed
more widespread success than the Spelling Reform Association, but neither idea ever really
caught on with the rest of the country. (Wiegand, 1996)
Despite everything else that was going on in his life, the many jobs, various associations,
and libraries with which he was involved, the American Library Association remained one of his
priorities. He became the president at the age of 25. He was convinced that the only way to
increase library use by everyday people was to create a uniform collection of books. He also
established a set of rules and a system of arrangement that he felt would make libraries more
efficient. (Wiegand, 2000)
During the election of officers for the American Library Association in 1897, Dewey
managed to offend people. These people were past American Library Association President
Brett and Vice President Hayes. Hayes believed himself the successor to the deceased President
Justin Winsor. Dewey did not agree with this, thus prompting Dewey to refer to Hayes as a
"great goose with a screw loose." This comment offended both Hayes and Brett. (Wiegand,
1996)
Some time later, Dewey and his wife Annie bought property in Lake Placid. They moved
to the area along with their son Godfrey, who was born in 1890. They wanted to open a club on
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this property, but they did not have enough funding for the club on their own. They wanted
partners to invest in their property. They felt the beauty of Lake Placid would sell itself when
people came there for a visit. Therefore, Dewey pushed for the American Library Association to
choose Lake Placid as the location for a conference. (Wiegand, 1996)
The strategy worked. Because of the investors, the Deweys were able to open the Lake
Placid Club. The club grew from its original accommodations for 30 on a five-acre plot to a
complex of over 400 buildings on about 10,000 acres. (Whitman, 1985)
Again charges were brought against Dewey. This time they concerned the Lake Placid
Club. In 1905, Dewey was charged with a form of discrimination.

In 1893, he and his wife had

barred Jews from membership. (Whitman, 1985)
Despite the negative attention that Dewey received for the Lake Placid Club, the club
became very popular, attracting national and international attention. The location of the club
allowed them to offer a number of winter sports to the people staying there. The club's
reputation and the winter sports that were available, drew the attention of the International
Olympic Committee. As a result, the very successful 1932 Winter Olympics were held there.
They returned to Lake Placid in 1980 and even though Dewey was no longer alive, he is credited
with helping the Olympics return to Lake Placid. Dewey is not the only one who deserves credit
for bringing the Olympics to Lake Placid twice. His son Godfrey deserves credit as well.
(Wiegand, 1996)
The success of the Olympics was not enough to keep the Lake Placid Club operating
smoothly. The Depression was hard on people, and not many had enough money to visit an
exclusive club. Without guests, the Lake Placid Club did not have enough money to maintain all
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its resources. Therefore, the club began to languish. By 1980, the Lake Placid Club was barely
open to public use. (Wiegand, 1996)
Dewey's main passion remained in libraries. He felt he could reorganize all libraries to
become more efficient and user friendly. He predicted that libraries would playa very important
role in educating the people in the country. (Wiegand, 1996) According to Wiegand (2000),
Dewey felt that smaller more standardized libraries held the greatest potential for educating
children and meeting the needs of the lower class. (Wiegand, 2000)
Dewey wanted to try to educate everyone. He persuaded the Regents to fund books for
blind people in the state of New York. To help every person in the state of New York, he had
the capital library full of general interest materials that were available to everyone. The library
attracted a large number of children. All of the children's collection was then moved to one end
of the room. The children's collection gained so much attention and became so popular that
Dewey eventually moved it to its own room. (Wiegand, 1996) In 1888, he helped form the
Children's Library Association. (Whitman, 1985)
Moving the children's section to its own room in the library was not the only change
Dewey made to increase the use of the library. Dewey felt that a library needed to be a quiet
place. He laid carpets over the floors and instructed his employees to wear rubber-healed shoes
so they would not make noise when they walked across the floor. Before telephones, Dewey
installed speaking tubes throughout the library so employees could communicate with each
other. These tubes were later replaced by telephones. He also experimented with employee
uniforms. He wanted all employees to wear navy blue, so the library patrons would recognize
them. He put all of these reforms in place, and had all these rules for his employees, so they
would be neither loud in voice or appearance. (Wiegand, 1996)
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In order to properly train new employees for his reorganized libraries, Dewey moved the
library school and the students with him to Albany. He opened the school to female students.
State officials were not quite sure what to do with the troop of women taking over the library
everyday. This was of no concern to Dewey, his library staff was in harmony. (Wiegand, 1996)
Dewey's library reforms began long before moving the school to Albany. While he was
the Associate Librarian at Amherst College in 1874, he began to create the Dewey Decimal
Classification system. (Wiegand, 2000) He wanted this classification system to be the standard
system in the United States. In 1876, he made pamphlets that described the classification system
and how the books were arranged at Amherst Library. He did this so word would spread to other
libraries about his reforms. (Whitman, 1985)
The classification system is what helped Dewey become the Assistant Librarian in charge
of the Columbia University Library. The Columbia Library was about to receive approximately
8,000 volumes from two libraries, the Athenian and the Alexandrian.

They wanted Dewey to

clean up and classify the new books for them. (Wiegand, 1996)
Other libraries were now hearing about Dewey's work and his classification system.
Many libraries wanted to adopt the system as well. In 1890, Dewey was asked to reorganize the
New York State Library. The New York Library Association also adopted the Dewey Decimal
Classification system. Dewey argued again that the best libraries were the ones that had adopted
his system. (Wiegand, 1996)
John Eaton, was the U.S. Commissioner of Education in 1876. He was very impressed
with Dewey and his classification system. He wanted to give a report of the system and the way
it had helped so many public libraries at the nation's 1876 centennial celebration. (Wiegand,
2000)
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Dewey's library reforms and classification system did indeed catch on. The classification
system helped with the efficiency and use of the library and also helped librarians expand their
collections.

In 1893,238 public libraries in New York State held 850,000 volumes and

circulated 2,294,000 books. By 1903, New York State had 553 public libraries that held
2,792,000 volumes and circulated 10,870,000 books. (Wiegand, 1996) In just ten years, five
times the amount of books were in circulation.
The system helped the growth of the American Library Association, which became the
national voice for the library profession. Dewey wanted all libraries to be under the same
system, and because he was such a big part of the American Library Association, he was pleased
with these results. The American Library Association remains, to this day, the major voice of
public libraries. (Wiegand, 1996)
The Dewey Decimal Classification System has also remained a major influence on public
libraries. The system not only benefits the library patrons, it also has helped librarians. It has
saved both librarians and patrons millions of dollars and a lot of confusion because it is used
nationally and internationally as a familiar way to organize books. (Wiegand, 1996)
Annie Dewey died on August 3, 1922. Melvil Dewey then met Emily McKay Beal, and
on May 28, 1924 they were married. On Christmas Day 1931, Melvil and Emily were enjoying a
quiet day together. They were discussing the Lake Placid Club, which was a major concern to
them.

In mid-sentence, his speech thickened and suddenly he lost consciousness.

At the

hospital, the doctors diagnosed Dewey with a brain hemorrhage. He never regained
consciousness, and at 10: 15 a.m., he died. That night in New York City, a message circled the
Times Building telling people that Melvil Dewey had passed away. Cards and letters came in
from allover the country reassuring Emily and her stepson Godfrey that Dewey's visions for
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library reorganization and classification would live on. All of those people were correct,
Dewey's influence remains in libraries today. (Wiegand, 1996)
Dewey was very passionate about his classification system. The system is very clear and
has many different classifications within it. Dewey believed that there was a proper place for
every book in the library. In fact, before his system, librarians had to constantly re-catalog and
reclassify materials. Dewey felt this was an inefficient use of the librarian's time and a waste of
money. He knew his system could help solve these problems. (Salmon, 2000)
Dewey had a very specific theory behind this Dewey Decimal Classification system.
This theory is divided into four parts. Part one deals with the realm of reason. In this realm, the
books need to help the mind understand itself and the world around it. Included in this section
are the sciences and the arts. The second part deals with the realm of imagination.

In this realm,

books need to help the mind produce literary inventions regarding life, whether or not it is based
on facts. Included in this realm are belletristic literature and imaginative literature. The third
realm is the realm of memory. The books in this realm help the mind record events and
conditions that regard life and the planet. Included in this realm are books about geography,
biography, and history. The fourth realm is the general realm. This realm includes all of the
other topics that are not already classified. (Scott, 2005)
Dewey believed that it should be easy to determine each books place within the library.
Under his classification system, desired materials were located in permanent divisions and
sections on the library shelf If the books never moved from location to location, they would be
easy to place and locate. (Salmon, 2000)
In order to easily locate a book, Dewey created the card catalog to go with the Dewey
Decimal Classification system. The catalog consisted of a bibliographic card for every book in
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the library. On each card was written a specific amount of information, including the title,
author, Dewey number, subject headings, physical descriptions, and other necessary notes. This
information was written on a specific-sized card and housed in a specific unit. Usually, the unit
consisted of a number of smaller drawers. The cards were always in alphabetical order, so the
person looking for the certain location of a book could find the card easily. (Salmon, 2000)
Dewey felt that every library should follow the Dewey Decimal Classification system and
the card catalog should contain the same information.

If all libraries were uniform in reforms,

users could go from one library to another, use the card catalog, and easily find whatever book
they wanted. (Salmon, 2000)
One problem that Dewey faced with his classification system and the card catalog was
the ever-changing collection of books at the library. New books were being written and would
have to be put into the catalog and the Dewey Decimal Classification system. For this reason, he
created both to be flexible enough to accommodate any new material to the collection. He felt
that these additions would be very simple. (Salmon, 2000)
Dewey was correct about the systems being flexible enough to accommodate new
material, as it is still being used today. Each decade, the system goes through a number of
changes. This new material reflects new ideas, technology, and the evolution of thought and
concepts of human interrelatedness.

The system can handle all of this new material because it

has the ability to adjust and grow as humankind evolves. (Scott, 2005)
Dewey had strict rules for the placement of books in the library. Shelf arrangement was
important. Each book was to be arranged in alphabetical order using the author's last name.
Before a book was added to a certain section, it was given an individual, unique Dewey Decimal
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number. The main focus when he selected a book for a certain location was the content. All
books, on a specific subject, were placed together. (Salmon, 2000)
Dewey tried to make his system cover all fields of knowledge. The numbers in his
system range from 000 to 999. Broad classes of books are listed under three digit numbers. The
smaller headings that belong within these broad classes are given longer numbers. (Whitman,
1985) As the number of books in each section grew, so did the length of the numbers. This
required Dewey to add in the decimal point, so more numbers could be added to each section
with less confusion. In 1876, he requested a copyright for his system, sending a dollar for his
request. (Hogsett, 2006)
The base number, in the Dewey Decimal Classification system, is the three-digit number
that tells under what class the book is categorized. All books start with a base number and build
from there. Number building happens when numbers or segments of numbers are added to the
base number, to specify exact book location. The shortest possible number in the system is three
digits, for example 005. (Scott, 2005)
An example of a main class, or base number, classification is social science. The second
set of numbers, which appears after the decimal point, denotes the division. An example of a
division under the social science class would be law. The third set of numbers denotes the
section. The section is a smaller part of the division; it is more specific. An example of a section
would be Administrative Law. The system gets more specific each time numbers are added.
(Scott, 2005)
There are a few points to keep in mind when trying to use Dewey's system to classify
books within the library. In order for books to be put in the correct place and be easily found,
they need to be classified under the most specific number possible. The books are classified

12

according to the author's intent for writing. A book that has two or three main subjects, is
classified differently than a book with only one subject. These books are classified under either
the more popular subject or whatever subject is listed first. It is up to the library to decide which
way to classify these books. Those books that have more than three subjects are classified under
a general category. An example would be a book that has multiple math subjects such as algebra,
geometry, trigonometry, and calculus. This book would be classified under the general subject
mathematics.

Biographies, autobiographies, diaries, and reminiscences can be categorized

together under the general biography number or with the specific disciplines about which they
are written. Literature is the only genre that does not follow these rules. Literature is first
classified by its original language and then by its form. (Scott, 2005)
Keeping these classification rules in mind, Dewey developed the numbers for each class.
A listing of the different classes can be found in Appendix A. (Scott, 2005)
The class numbers, or the first three numbers, are determined by the Dewey Decimal
Classification system. The rest of the numbers that note the exact location of a book are found
by a different method. Individual libraries may create a system for their own collections, to go
along with the Dewey system. These additional numbers and letters help find a location for the
book. This number is the call number of the book. (Scott, 2005)
These book numbers not only help with shelf location and classification of books, they
also provide a symbol for charging books to borrowers. They help ensure that the book will be
returned to its correct location on the shelf. (Scott, 2005)
Work marks are added after the call number. A work mark is usually the first letter of the
title. These marks help the librarian or library users maintain alphabetical order. If different
versions of a book are published in different years, the year the book was published is listed after
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the work mark. This gives library users a simple way to find the most recently published book.
(Scott, 2005)
Numbers will vary from library to library. Smaller libraries do not need to specify the
numbers to very many digits. To accommodate small libraries, the Dewey Decimal
Classification numbers can be made smaller without losing their meaning. Larger libraries will
need to use close classification.

This means that they need to use all of the detailed subdivisions

that are applicable. (Scott, 2005)
There are a few small rules that libraries need to keep in mind when they classify and
assign books a number and a location. One such rule is that books written by the author are
placed on the shelf before the works about the author. (Scott, 2005)
Dewey was very specific about what he called good books. He felt the primary purpose
of a library book was to educate and inspire. He felt that books should not be used for
entertainment.

He classified fiction books, which today would be children's literature, in the

800's. This class is for literature of all types. These books now have their own location and are
usually denoted with an "E" or an "F." (Hogsett, 2006)
There are always new books being written. Sometimes these books are on a well-known
subject and sometimes they are about a completely new subject. For this reason, the Dewey
Decimal system is constantly being revised. It was first published in 1894. Today the system is
on its 27th version. (Dewey, 1945)
Dewey'S library influence has had a major impact on libraries today. There are a number
of ideas that Dewey contributed that are still being used, including his classification system.
Before 1876, libraries just housed books. Public access to these books was a highly
controversial subject. Open shelves and people freely looking at and borrowing any book that
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they wanted, were concepts that were not accepted at this time. Dewey felt these concepts had to
be changed when he became the Assistant Librarian at Amherst. His job included shelving
books, which was hard to do and the system was hard to understand. It was during this time that
he decided to change the library from the inside out. Most of these changes, including the setup
of the library and the hours of operation, are still being used today. (Salmon, 2000)
Dewey also felt that the librarian had more work than one person could possibly handle.
He felt librarians needed to focus more time on the general purpose of the public library, which
was helping people gain knowledge.

In order to do this, the librarian had to be the initiator in

promoting good reading. Reading would lead to knowledge.

The librarian needed to acquire

and preserve the best materials possible for the people to read and use. (Salmon, 2000)
Dewey felt that the use of the library could help to educate the public, which he felt was
especially important. The key to the library fully serving the community was the librarian. In
order for librarians to be fully effective, Dewey felt that they needed uniform training in the
library field. He believed the skills that librarians should be learning were purchasing,
organizing, managing, and locating materials using the Dewey Decimal Classification system.
(Salmon, 2000)
Libraries began to focus on the needs of not only adults, but children and immigrants as
well. Dewey also helped start the idea of checking out books. He implemented a set of
privileges for library users that were going to check out these books. Consequently, librarians
needed to learn how to determine when a book was no longer useful. With the implementation
of the library circulation, it became necessary for librarians to make this determination based on
loss, theft, or out-of-date material. They would also have to judge which current materials
needed to be kept and which would be the most useful to the patrons. (Salmon, 2000)
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For the most part, Dewey's early thoughts and ideas about libraries are still in use today.
Librarians still play an important role in assisting library patrons with use of the library. Another
influence that is still around today is the amount of extra schooling that librarians need to have.
Dewey was an excessively romantic person. Many people believe that he founded so
many library schools because they attracted a generous supply of almost exclusively female
candidates. Dewey maintained that the reason he had so many female students was because
these women had the highest possible standards for education and service. Perhaps the most
important quality to Dewey and the other supporters of the libraries was the fact that they worked
cheap. (LaRue, 2000)
This is another not so positive influence of Dewey's that is still around today. Most
women librarians suffer low pay and low status, even though they have a very important job of
helping to educate the children of the future. Some find the low pay and status surprising since
librarians usually have to receive a Master's degree from a program accredited by the American
Library Association. (LaRue, 2000)
One of the main reasons for the low pay that librarians receive is because the library is
not designed to make a lot of money. Few households spend more than $20 a year to support
their local library . Yet library patrons have access to collections valued at millions of dollars.
(LaRue, 2000)
Perhaps the most exciting thing for the future of libraries and their role in education is
Library Power schools. Dewey wanted librarians and libraries to help people learn. These
Library Power schools will accomplish this goal for Dewey. Students in Library Power schools
have flexible access to their school media centers. They also have numerous learning activities
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that take place in the schools' library media centers. (AASL, 1998) According to Neuman
(2004), the primary goal of this project is opportunity for learning.
It seems these Library Power schools are also influenced by Dewey's ideas. Library
Power feels that newly refurbished facilities should be stocked with up-to-date resources. There
should be adequate staff at all times and they should have flexible scheduling. (Neuman, 2004)
The Library Power project is planned as a ten-year, $40 million investment that will improve the
education of the students using these centers. (AASL, 1998)
Melvil Dewey devoted his life to library study, by developing new ideas and concepts
that would help the librarian and the library users. He knew that libraries were not a very
popular place to visit or work, because books were so hard to find. His major library reform idea
was the Dewey Decimal Classification system. This system helped organize libraries
everywhere.

This system, which is still being used today, has made libraries a much more

popular place. It made the library very user friendly, allowing users and students to find books
with little difficulty. Without Melvil Dewey, modem day libraries would not be what they are
today.
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Appendix

Appendix A

The first class is the OOO's:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

000:
010:
020:
030:
040:
050:
060:
070:
080:
090:

General works, library and information science
Bibliographies
Information involving libraries and related disciplines
General facts, almanacs, encyclopedias
Not used
Publications that are periodical issues
Organizations related to specific fields or disciplines and museums
Journalism, newspapers, periodicals, motion pictures, broadcast media, and publishing
Collections of addresses, lectures, essays, interviews, graffiti
Rare materials, unusual works, prohibited works, forgeries, and hoaxes

The second class is t e 100's:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

110: Metaphys cs
120: Philosoph cal aspects of knowledge, faith, and values
130: Philosoph and works on the supernatural
140: Schools, iewpoints, idealism, critical philosophy, humanism, natural philosophies, and
naturalis
150: Subdivisi ns of psychology, sensation, movement, emotions, drives, and subconscious
mind
160: Induction, deduction, hypothesis, controversy, debate, reason, and analogy
170: Political s ate, ethics, social activities, amusement, entertainment, social relationships,
gluttony, reed, and use and treatment of addictive substances
180: Ancient
edieval Eastern Philosophy, specific religions, and Pro-Socratic Medieval
Western P ilosophies
190: Post-Medi val Western and other Philosophies, including Christian Philosophy

The third class is the OO's:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

200:
210:
220:
230:
240:
250:
260:
270:
280:
290:

Religion
Philosoph and theory or religion
The Bible
Christianit and Christian Theology
Not used
Local Chri tian Church and Christian Religious orders
Christian s cial and Ecclesiastical Theology
Historical nd geographical persons treatment of Christianity and church history
Denomina ions and sects of Christian churches
Other religions
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The fourth class is the 300's. This class is the second largest category:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

300:
310:
320:
330:
340:
350:
360:
370:
380:
390:

Social Sciences
Collections of general statistics
Political Science, politics, and government
Economics
Law
Public administration and military science
Social problems, services, and associations
Education
Commerce communications and transportation
Customs, etiquette, and folklore

The fifth class is the 400's:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

400:
410:
420:
430:
440:
450:
460:
470:
480:
490:

Language, bilingualism, and multilingualism
Linguistics
English and Old English (Anglo-Saxon)
Germanic Languages, German
Romance Languages, French
Italian, Sardinian, Dalmatian, Romanian, Rhaeto-Romanic Languages
Spanish and Portuguese Languages
Italic Languages, Latin
Hellenic Languages, Classic Greek
Other Languages

The sixth class is the 500's:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

500:
510:
520:
530:
540:
550:
560:
570:
580:
590:

Natural sciences and mathematics
Mathematics
Astronomy and allied sciences
Physics
Chemistry and allied sciences
Earth Sciences
Paleontology, Paleozoology
Life Sciences, Biology
Plants
Animals

The seventh class is the 600's. This is the largest class. It is also the most consistent of the
classifications:
Class 600: Technology (applied sciences)
Class 610: Medicine and health
Class 620: Engineering and allied operations
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Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

630:
640:
650:
660:
670:
680:
690:

Agriculture and related technologies
Home and family management
Management and auxiliary services
Chemical engineering and related technologies
Manufacturing
Manufacture of products for specific uses
Buildings

The eighth class is the 700's:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

700:
710:
720:
730:
740:
750:
760:
770:
780:
790:

The arts, fine and decorative
Civil and landscape art
Architecture
Plastic arts: sculpture
Drawing and decorative arts
Painting and paintings
Graphic arts, printmaking, and prints
Photography, photographs, and computer art
Music
Recreational and performing arts

The ninth class is the 800's:
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

800:
810:
820:
830:
840:
850:
860:
870:
880:
890:

Literature and Rhetoric
American Literature in English
English and Old English Literatures
Literatures of Germanic Languages, German Literature
Literatures of Romance Languages, French Literature
Literatures of Italian, Sardinian, Dalmatian, Romanian, Italian Literature
Literatures of Spanish and Portuguese Languages, Spanish Literature
Literatures of Italic Languages, Latin Literature
Literature of Hellenic Languages, Classical Greek Literature
Literatures of other specific languages and languages families

The tenth class is the 900's. This class is constantly changing and evolving.
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

900:
910:
920:
930:
940:
950:
960:
970:
980:
990:

History, geography, and auxiliary disciplines
Geography and travel
Biography, genealogy, insignia
History of the Ancient World to ca. 499
History of Europe, Western Europe
History of Asia, Orient, Far East
History of Africa
History of North America
History of South America
History of other parts of the world, extraterrestrial worlds, Pacific Ocean Islands
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Library Unit Plan

Unit Rationale
I am planning this unit for eighteen students in the second grade. The students will have
two, thirty minute library sessions each week. The purpose is to teach students how to use the
library, how to check out books, and why it is important to take good care of their library books.
The unit will consist of many different lessons. Some of the lessons will involve hands-on
learning. The lessons will teach the students the difference between fiction and nonfiction.

It

will show them how to use the Dewey Decimal Classification system. The post assessment will
show me how much the students have learned about the library from this unit. This unit connects
mostly with language arts standards and curriculum.
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Lesson One: Map It.
Rationale: This lesson is going to be used as the pre assessment for the unit. The purpose of this
lesson is to assess what the students currently know about the library and where to go to find a
book. I will use the findings of this lesson to determine how deep the rest of the unit lessons
need to go.
Standard: 1.B.l b Identify genres (forms and purpose) of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and
electronic literary forms.
Objective: Students will locate fiction and nonfiction sections of the library.
Standard: 21.A.l c Work independently on tasks for short periods of time.
Objective: Students will explore the library and answer the questions on their own.
Materials: 18 maps of the library, 3 different versions.
Pencils
Markers
Tape
Crayons
1 piece of each color construction paper: red, blue, green, and purple
Lesson Steps: Before the students get to the library, tape the blue construction paper in the
nonfiction section, the red paper in the fiction section, the green paper to the check out desk, and
the purple paper to the card catalog desk.
Today we are going to explore in the library.
What are some things we need when going exploring. Make sure the students know they need a
map to explore.
Tell the students they will each be getting a map to follow so they can explore the library.
Everyone needs to follow the directions on the map and answer the questions.
To answer the questions, they need to put an X beside the color that they see in that area.
When they are finished, they need to work on their own picture map. They should draw the
library on the back of the paper and then mark the route that they took.
Gather everyone together again with about 8 to 10 minutes left.
Pick up everyone's map.
Ask the students to walk to the nonfiction section.
Then ask the students to show you the fiction section.
Ask the students to walk to the card catalog desk.
Have the students show you where they check out books by walking to that part of the library.
With the remaining time, ask the students how they knew which sections to go to.
Assessment: The completed maps will be used to determine how much the students already
know about the library and how to use it. The group explanation will also be used as formative
assessment. This will give me an idea of what they students know before I look at their maps.
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Name:

-----------------------------------

Directions: Follow the map below. Answer each question by putting an X on the line next to the
correct answer.
1. Start at the table.

2. Walk to the nonfiction section of the library.

3. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the shelf?

Red

Blue

_

4. Walk to the fiction section ofthe library.

5. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the shelf? Red

Blue

_

6. Walk to the section ofthe library that you would go to when you want to check out a book.

7. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the desk? Green

Purple __

8. Walk to the section of the library that you would go to, if you didn't know where to find a
book.

9. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the desk? Green

Purple

_

10. Go back to the table where you started.

11. Draw a map of the library on the back of your paper. Mark the path that you took to answer
the above questions.
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Name:

-------------------------------------

Directions: Follow the map below. Answer each question by putting an X on the line next to the
correct answer.

1. Start at the table.

2. Walk to the fiction section of the library.

3. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the shelf? Red

Blue

_

4. Walk to the section ofthe library that you would go to, if you didn't know where to find a
book.

5. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the desk? Green

Purple

_

6. Walk to the nonfiction section ofthe library.

7. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the shelf?

Red

Blue

_

8. Walk to the section ofthe library that you would go to when you want to check out a book.

9. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the desk? Green

Purple __

10. Go back to the table where you started.

11. Draw a map of the library on the back of your paper. Mark the path that you took to answer
the questions above.
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Name:

-------------------------------------

Directions: Follow the map below. Answer each question by putting an X on the line next to the
correct answer.

1. Start at the table.

2. Walk to the section ofthe library that you would go to, if you didn't know where to find a
book.

3. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the desk? Green

Purple

_

4. Walk to the section of the library that you would go to when you want to check out a book.

5. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the desk? Green

Purple __

6. Walk to the fiction section of the library.

7. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the shelf? Red

Blue ----

8. Walk to the nonfiction section of the library.

9. What color is the piece of paper that is taped to the shelf?

Red

Blue ---

10. Go back to the table where you started.

11. Draw a map of the library on the back of your paper. Mark the path that you took to answer
the questions above.
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Lesson Two: Classification Mix Up
Rationale:
classified.
be easy to
when they

The purpose of this lesson is to show students why the books in the library are
It will be hard for them to find things at first. After the objects are classified they will
find. With this lesson, the students will understand that it is easier to find the books
are classified.

Standard: 4.AI b Ask questions and respond to questions from the teacher and from members to
improve comprehension.
Objective: Students will respond to questions about classification types.
Standard: 21.B.l Work cooperatively with another to accomplish an assigned task.
Objective: Students will work together to classify items.
Materials: Pens
Pencils
Markers
Counting chips
Socks
Playing cards
Crayons
Paper
Random Books
Lesson Steps: On table one put a pile of paper, books, pens, pencils, and markers in the middle.
On table two put a pile of paper, books, socks, playing cards, and counting chips in the middle.
On table three put a pile of paper, books, crayons, markers, or colored pencils in the middle.
Divide the class into three groups of six. Have each group sit at a table.
Explain that the groups will each be given a set of instructions. They need to listen carefully to
the directions.
Tell group one to find two red pens.
group two a small black sock and a yellow counting chip.
group three a broken blue colored pencil and an orange marker.
Repeat the directions for each group one more time.
Give the students time to find what they need.
Were the items hard to find? Why or Why not?
How could you make finding certain items easier?
Let each group have a chance to answer the questions.
Have the students classify, as a group, the items on the table.
Allow about 5 to 8 minutes for this activity.
Once the students have items classified.
Tell group one to find one black pen and one red marker.
group two a playing card with hearts on it and a white counting chip.
group three a green crayon and a yellow colored pencil.
Were the items hard to find this time? Why or Why not?
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Explain that is why the books are classified in the library. They are classified into groups
according to their call number.
Explain that they will be learning how to find books using this call number.
Assessment: I will use this rubric to assess the students' ability to understand classification,
answer questions about it, and work with other group members.
Criteria
Classification

\

Answer
questions

Group work

3 points
Students
made at least
3
classification
groups.
Students were
able to
answer all
questions.
Students were
able to work
together.

2 points
Students
made at least
2
classification
groups.
Students were
able to
answer most
questions.
Students
worked
together most
of the time.

1 point
Students
made at least

1
classification
group.
Students were
able to
answer some
questions.
Students
worked
together some
of the time.

a points

Total points

Students
made no
classification
groups.
Students were
not able to
answer any
questions.
Students were
not able to
work
together.

28

Lesson Three: What is Fiction?
Rationale: This lesson will be used to help the students learn what it means when a book is
considered to be fiction. From this lesson they will learn that fiction is a type of story that is
made up, one that is not real.
Standard: 2.A.l b Classify literary works as fiction or nonfiction.
Objective: Students will be able to determine if a book and a story are fiction.
Standard: 4.B.l a Present brief oral reports, using language and vocabulary appropriate to the
message and audience.
Objective: Students will present their fiction stories and pictures to the rest ofthe class.
Materials: Goldilocks and the Three Bears by James Marshall
.
Paper
Pencils
Crayons
Markers
Colored pencils
Lesson Steps: Have the students sit on the floor.
Read the story, Goldilocks and the Three Bears by James Marshall.
Ask the students if the things that happened in the story could happen in real life.
Which things would not happen in real life?
Make a list of students' responses on the board.
Explain to the students that fiction means the same thing as made up or not real.
The story Goldilocks and the Three Bears were made up so we would classify it as fiction.
Explain to the students that they will be writing their own fiction short story.
When they have finished writing, they need to illustrate their picture.
Give the students about 10 to 12 minutes to complete this activity.
Have the students stop what they are doing.
Have the students read their stories out loud to the class.
After each student has read their report, have the rest of the students tell if the story was fiction
or not.
Assessment: I will use a rubric to assess the students understanding of what a fiction story is and
how they present it to the class.
Criteria
Book genre
nammg

Fiction story

3 points
Students were
able to
determine if
the book was
fiction.
Students
wrote a

2 points

Students
wrote a

1 point

o points

Students drew
fiction

Students were
not able to
determine if
the book was
fiction.
Students did
not write a

Total points
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fiction story
with pictures.
Presentation

Students read
story and
explained
pictures.

fiction story
with no
pictures.
Students read
story and did
not explain
pictures.

pictures with
no story.
Students
explained
pictures and
did not read
story.

fiction story
or draw any
pictures.
Students did
not read story
or explain
pictures.
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Lesson Four: What is Nonfiction?
Rationale: The purpose of this lesson is to help the students learn what it means when a book is
considered to be nonfiction. From this lesson they will learn that nonfiction is a type of story
that could really happen. The story is based on real events.
Standard: 2.A.l b Classify literary works as fiction or nonfiction.
Objective: Students will determine if a book and story are nonfiction.
Standard: 4.B.l a Present brief oral reports, using language and vocabulary appropriate to the
message and audience.
Objective: Students will present their nonfiction stories and pictures to the rest of the class.
Materials: Ten Red Apples by Pat Hutchins
Paper
Pencils
Crayons
Markers
Colored pencils
Lesson Steps: Have the students sit on the floor.
Read the story Ten Red Apples by Pat Hutchins.
Do animals eat apples?
Do apples really grow on trees?
Can you make apple pie from apples in a tree?
Because this stuff can happen in real life this story is nonfiction.
Explain to the students that they will be writing their own nonfiction short story.
When they have finished writing, they need to illustrate their picture.
Give the students about 10 to 12 minutes to complete this activity.
Have the students stop what they are doing.
Each student should read their story out loud.
After each student has read their story, have the rest of the students decide if the story was
nonfiction.
Assessment: I will use a rubric to assess the students' understanding of what a nonfiction story is
and how they present it to the class.
Criteria
Book genre
nammg

Fiction story

3 points
Students were
able to
determine if
the book was
nonfiction.
Students
wrote a
nonfiction

2 points

Students
wrote a
nonfiction

1 point

o points

Students drew
nonfiction
pictures with

Students were
not able to
determine if
the book was
nonfiction.
Students did
not write a
nonfiction

Total points
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Presentation

story with
pictures.
Students read
story and
explained
pictures.

story with no
pictures.
Students read
story and did
not explain
pictures.

no story.
Students
explained
pictures and
did not read
story.

story or draw
any pictures.
Students did
not read story
or explain
pictures.
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Lesson Five: The OOO's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 000
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome of the story.
Standard: I.e.Ib Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 000.
Standard: I.C.1f Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Blue stickers on books in class 000
Location chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library, Part one
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 000 class have blue stickers on them above the call
number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part One of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the 'chart to the students. Tell them they are looking for books with a blue
sticker on them.
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer students' questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a blue sticker on it.
Have students share what books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
Tell the students that during the next library session we will see how the three pigs are doing.
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it. .
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part One
One day, when I was walking through DeKalb, I saw a funny thing zoom over my head.
It didn't look like anything I had ever seen before. It landed in front of me. I was very curious
and went to see what it was. After talking a few steps, I realized that it was three flying pigs.
They had on capes and Superman costumes. At first I thought it was Halloween, but then I
remembered that pigs don't trick or treat, that would just be silly. So I asked the pigs, "What are
you doing?" They said, "We are the three little pigs who have just escaped the big bad wolf."
They wanted to find a way to outsmart the big bad wolf, so they could trick him into leaving
them alone. They asked me if I knew how they could do this. I said no, but I knew where we
could go to find out. I told the three pigs that we needed to go to the library. They told me that
they had never been to a library and did not know how to find any books. I told them no to
worry because I was a librarian. I could help them find any book that they needed. A man
named Melvil Dewey created a system of classification for the library. This system made it easy
for anyone to find any book that they wanted in the library, even if they were a pig. They got so
excited that they picked me up and began to fly. I gave them directions and in a few minutes we
were at the library. I have never flown to the library. Flying was really fun. The pigs promised
they would take me flying again after I showed them how to use the library. I took them inside
and showed them the classification chart. I told them that there were ten different sections in the
library. Each section has a different type of book. I showed them the first section. This was the
000 class. It is a general category. In this category are encyclopedias.

This section is marked

with blue stickers on the books. The pigs were very excited and started reading the
encyclopedias right away.
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Name: --------------------------------------Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a blue sticker on it?

--------------------------

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker.

3. What is the title of the book?

-------------------------

------------------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

----------------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

000: General Information

Sticker

Blue Sticker

tit
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Lesson Six: The 100's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 100's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome of the story.
Standard: I.C.I b Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 100.
Standard: I.C, 1f Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Red stickers on books in the 1OO's class
Location chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Two
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 100 class have red stickers on them above the call
number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Two of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with red
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students ifthey all found a book with a red sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
Next time we will find out what other books the pigs want to read.
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Two
Soon they realized that this was great information, but they needed more. I showed them
the sticker chart again. The next section was the 100's. This section has books about
psychology in it. The books in this section are marked with a red sticker. The pigs were very
excited and went to work reading books from this section right away.
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Name: ----------------------------------Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a red sticker on it?

-----------------

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker.

3. What is the title ofthe book?

----------------------

----------------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

-------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

I

e
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Lesson Seven: The 200's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 200's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome of the story.
Standard: 1.C.I b Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 200.
Standard: I.C.lf Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Orange Stickers on books in the 200 class
Location chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Three
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 200 class have orange stickers on them above the
call number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Three of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with orange
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with an orange sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
Where do you think the pigs will go next?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Three
The pigs were getting many great ideas, but there were so many books, they wanted to
look at more. So I took them back to the sticker chart again. The next section was the 200's.
This section had books in it about religion and mythology.

The pigs were sure they could get

some good ideas from this section. So they started reading right away. This section is marked
by orange stickers.
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Name: --------------------------------------Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have an orange sticker on it?

_

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker. ------------------------

3. What is the title of the book? ------------------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

-----------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.

43

Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

Orangesti

e
e

e
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Lesson Eight: The 300's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 300's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome ofthe story.
Standard: l.C.lb Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 300.
Standard: I.C.l f Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Pink stickers on books in class 300
Location chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Four
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 300 class have pink stickers on them above the call
number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Four of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with pink
stickers. Ask.them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a pink sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
What do you think the pigs will do now?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Four
I noticed that the pigs seemed to be getting bored, so I showed them another section of
the library. The next section on the chart was the 300's. This section was marked with a pink
sticker. This section had books in it about social studies. I told them that there may be stories
about famous pigs in this section. They liked the sound ofthat and quickly started to read books
they found in this section.
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Name:

_

Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a pink sticker on it?

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker.

3. What is the title of the book?

_

--------------------

-----------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

-----------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

e

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

Orange Sticker

300: Social Studies

Pink Sticker

e
e

•
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Lesson Nine: The 400's.
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 400's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome of the story.
Standard: lC, 1b Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 400.
Standard: 1.e.1f Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Light blue stickers on books in class 400
Location chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Five
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 400 class have light blue stickers on them above the
call number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Five of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with light blue
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a light blue sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
What section will the pigs visit next?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Five
I looked ahead on the chart and saw that the 400's were next. This section dealt with
different languages. I showed the pigs the chart for this section. It was marked with a light blue
sticker. I told the pigs that they may be able to trick the wolfby talking to him in a different
language. They said, "Adios" and went to read.
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Name: --------------------------------------Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a light blue sticker on it?

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker.

3. What is the title of the book?

_

-------------------------

-----------------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

-------------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.

51

Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

Orange StiCk

e
e

e
•
".. ,..*/

300: Social Studies

Pink Sticker

400: Foreign Languages

Light Blue Sticker

.
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Lesson Ten: The 500's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 500's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome of the story.
Standard: 1.C.1b Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 500.
Standard: I.C.If Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials : Worksheet
Lavender stickers on books in class 500
Location chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Six
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 500 class have lavender stickers on them above the
call number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Six of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with lavender
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a lavender sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
What does Adios mean? Why did the pigs say it?
What section will the pigs visit next?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Six
Pigs are very fast learners and in no time they were multilingual and ready to move on to
the next section. I showed them the chart. The next group was the 500's, natural sciences. This
section is marked with a lavender sticker. The pigs hoped they could invent a science
experiment that would scare the wolf.
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Name: --------------------------------------Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a lavender sticker on it? --------------------------

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker. -------------------------

3. What is the title of the book? -----------------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

----------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

OrangeSticker

300: Social Studies

Pink Sticker

400: Foreign Languages

LightBlue StiCker.

500: Natural Sciences

Lavender Sticker

e
e
e

•
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Lesson Eleven: The 600's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 600's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome ofthe story.
Standard: 1.C.lb Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students wi11locate and answer questions about books from class 600.
Standard: I.C.If Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Purple stickers on books in the class 600
Location Chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Seven
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 600 class have purple stickers on them above the
call number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Seven of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with purple
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
'
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a purple sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
How many sections have the pigs already visited? How many do they have left?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Seven
All of a sudden I had an idea. The library has a lot of books about applied sciences and
technology.

In fact, they have their own section in the library. I told the pigs this may help them

build a science experiment to scare the wolf. The pigs were excited to see these books. So I
showed them the chart. These books were in the 600 section and marked with a purple sticker.
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Name: --------------------------------------Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a purple sticker on it?

_

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker. ------------------------

3. What is the title of the book?

-----------------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book? ----------------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

OrangeStiCker

300: Social Studies

Pink Sticker

400: Foreign Languages

Light Blue Sticker

500: Natural Sciences

Lavender Sticker

600: Applied Sciences and Technology

PurpleStiCke.

e

e
e

e

•
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Lesson Twelve: The 700's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 700's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome ofthe story.
Standard: l.e.l b Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 700.
Standard: l.e.1f Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Yellow stickers on books in class 700
Location Chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Eight
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 700 class have yellow stickers on them above the
call number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Eight of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with yellow
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a yellow sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
What will the pigs do next? Where will they go?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Eight
By this time, the pigs were excited to know what the rest of the library sections had in
them. So I showed the pigs the chart. The next group was the 700's, which were marked with a
yellow sticker. The books in this section would teach the pigs about fine arts and recreation.

62

Name:

_

Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a yellow sticker on it?

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker.

3. What is the title of the book?

_

---------------

-----------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

----------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

Orange Sticker

e

e

e"

J, ..
'~,

300: Social Studies

Pink Sticker

400: Foreign Languages

Light Blue Sticker

500: Natural Sciences

Lavender Sticker

600: Applied Sciences and Technology

PurpleStiCke_

700: Fine Arts and Recreation

Yellow Sticker

•{,
,
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Lesson Thirteen: The 800' s
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 800's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome of the story.
Standard: I.C.I b Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 800.
Standard: I.Cvl f Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
Green Stickers on books in class 800.
Location chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Nine
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 800 class have green stickers on them above the call
number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Nine of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with green
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a green sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
The Pigs only have one section left. Do you think they have done enough reading to scare the
wolf?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see ifthe students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Nine
Not knowing if the 700 section would help them much, they wanted to know what was in
the 800 section, so they could visit both sections at one time. On the chart, this section was
marked with a green sticker. In this section were books about literature. Hey I wonder if the
pigs would find a story about three pigs and a wolf in this section.
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Name: --------------------------------------Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a green sticker on it?

_

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker. -------------------------

3. What is the title of the book?

----------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

--------------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

Orange Sticker

300: Social Studies

Pink Sticker

400: Foreign Languages

Light Blue Sticker

e

e
e

•
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500: Natural Sciences

Lavender Sticker

600: Applied Sciences and Technology

Purple Sticker

700: Fine Arts and Recreation

Yellow Sticker

800: Literature

Green Sticker

e•
e
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Lesson Fourteen: The 900's
Rationale: This lesson will be used to show the students which books are classified in the 900's
class of the Dewey Decimal Classification system. They will see where the books are located
and the sticker color that denotes these books. They will also be using previously learned skills,
such as title and author recognition and predicting the outcome ofthe story.
Standard: 1.C.1 b Identify important themes and topics.
Objective: Students will locate and answer questions about books from class 900.
Standard: 1.C.If Use information presented in simple tables, maps, and charts to form an
interpretation.
Objective: Students will interpret information on chart and locate books with the same color
sticker.
Materials: Worksheet
White stickers on books in class 900
Location Chart
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Ten
Lesson Steps: Make sure the books from the 900 class have white stickers on them above the call
number.
Have the students sit on the floor.
Read Part Ten of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library.
Show and explain the chart to the students. This time they are looking for books with white
stickers. Ask them why?
Explain the worksheet, answer the questions, then bring worksheet and the book you found back
to the carpet.
Give the students 10 to 12 minutes to complete worksheet.
Walk around the room to monitor progress and answer student questions.
Ask the students if they all found a book with a white sticker on it.
Have students share what the books are about.
Ask if anyone had any trouble finding anything.
The pigs are at the end of the chart. What will they do now?
Assessment: The completed worksheets will be used to see if the students were able to use the
information they learned on the chart, to find a book with the same color sticker, and answer
questions about it.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Ten
The pigs could not believe how many different sections of books there were. I told them
they only had one more section to look at. The pigs were very sad because they really enjoyed
reading. I showed them the chart.

The last group of books was the 900's. These books were

about geography and history. They were marked by a white sticker.
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Name:

_

Directions: Answer each question and follow the instructions.

1. Does the book have a white sticker on it?

--------------------------

2. Write down the call number that is under the sticker.

3. What is the title of the book?

-------------------------

------------------------------------------

4. Who is the author of the book?

----------------------------------------

5. What do you think the book is about?

6. Where did you find the book?

_

_

7. Bring worksheet and book to the carpet when finished.
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Classification

Sticker

000: General Information

Blue Sticker

100: Psychology and Philosophy

Red Sticker

200: Religion and Mythology

Orange Sticker

300: Social Studies

Pink Sticker

400: Foreign Languages

Light Blue Sticker

500: Natural Sciences

Lavender Sticker

600: Applied Sciences and Technology

Purple Sticker

700: Fine Arts and Recreation

Yellow Sticker

800: Literature

Green Sticker

900: Geography and History

White Sticker

e
e

,
•
•
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Lesson Fifteen: Why do we Need to Check Out Books?
Rationale: The focus of this lesson is on proper care and checking out of library books. With this
lesson students wi11learn why it is important to take care of any book they check out. They will
also learn how to check books out. With this they will learn why it is important to return or
renew the books.
Standard: 1.C.1a Use information to form questions and verify predictions.
Objective: Students will predict what will happen if library books are not taken care of and
returned to the library.
Standard: 4.B.1 b Participate in discussions around a common topic.
Objective: Students will discuss how to care for a book.
Materials: Old book that has missing pages
12 books placed on a table
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Eleven
Lesson Steps: Have students sit on the floor.
Read Part Eleven of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library
Try to read from the book that is missing pages.
Ask the students ifthey understood the story.
Why was it hard to understand?
Is that the kind of book they would like to check out from the library?
What could they do to make sure all the library books do not look like this?
Allow about 8 to 10 minutes for this discussion.
Have students go to the table, pick a book they would like to read, and then bring it back to the
floor.
How do those of you who did not get a book feel?
If you did get a book, is it one that you would like to read?
Would you enjoy coming to the library ifthere were not any books to read?
What can we do to make sure this doesn't happen in our library?
Have students go with you to the check out desk.
Show them how to check-out a book.
Explain what it means to renew a book. Tell how they would do this.
Now that those pigs know how to check out books, do you think they will take care of their
books?
Do you think they will visit the library again?
Assessment: The students will be assessed based on their discussion throughout the class time. I
will listen and guide the students' discussion on why it is important to bring back and take care
of library books. The assessment will be formative and will be the same for the whole class.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Eleven
By the time the pigs had finished looking at all the books, they had a number of good
ideas. They also had a lot of books. They did not know how they would remember everything
that they had learned. I suggested they check the books out. The pigs loved this idea and
checked out the books, promising to return them on time.
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Lesson Sixteen: Card Catalog
Rationale: The purpose of this lesson is to show students what the card catalog is and how to use
it. Finding their own books and joining discussions about the catalog will help students see how
beneficial it is to them when they are trying to find a book.
Standard: 4.A.l b Ask questions and respond to questions from the teacher and from group
members to improve comprehension.
Objective: Students will participate in discussion by asking and answering questions about the
card catalog.
Standard: 1.B.l b Identify genres (forms and purposes) of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and
electronic literary forms.
Objective: Students will use card catalog to find books from different genres.
Materials: 18 books, each book written on its own piece of paper
Worksheet
Pencils
The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Twelve
Lesson Steps: Have students sit on the carpet.
Read Part Twelve of The Three Flying Pigs and the Library
Tell the students that today we will be using the card catalog to find books on their own.
Model finding a book on the card catalog.
Show them where to go to find the book.
Ask if anyone has any questions.
Why would this make it easier to find books?
Give each student a piece of paper with a book title and author on it.
Hand out the worksheets.
Have them use the catalog to find the book on their piece of paper.
Once they find the book, they need to take it back to a table and complete the worksheet.
Give the students between 10 and 12 minutes to complete this activity.
Hold group discussion.
Did the card catalog help? Were you able to find your book? Did the catalog make it easier to
find?
Do you think the pigs will leave the library?
What will they do now?
Assessment: I will use the worksheet responses to measure how much the students have learned
about the objectives of this lesson. Each student will be assessed based on their ability to use the
card catalog.
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The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Twelve
The pigs were so excited about coming back to the library. But being curious
pigs, they wondered how they would ever find books on their own. I showed them how
to use the card catalog and how to look for the call numbers on the books.
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Name:

-------------------------------------------

Directions: Write the answer to the question on the line.

1. What is the title of your book?

_

2. Who is the author? --------------------------------------------

3. Where did you find it?

_

4. What was the title on the paper you chose?

5. Who was the author on the paper you chose?

_

_

6. Was the card catalog helpful?

7. Is yours a fiction or a nonfiction book?

_

_
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List of 18 books:
Click Clack Moo, Cows that Type By Doreen Cronin
Diary of a Fly By Doreen Cronin
Dooby Dooby Moo By Doreen Cronin
Diary of a Spider By Doreen Cronin
Duckfor President By Doreen Cronin
Diary of a Worm By Doreen Cronin
Giggle, Giggle Quack By Doreen Cronin
The Pigeon Wants a Puppy By Mo Willems
Edwina the Dinosaur Who Didn't Know She was Extinct By Mo Willems
The Pigeon has Feeling To! A Smidgeon of Pigeon By Mo Willems
The Pigeon Loves Things That Go! A Smidgeon of Pigeon By Mo Willems
Don't Let the Pigeon Stay up Late By Mo Willems
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus By Mo Willems
Knuffle Bunny By Mo Willems
The Pigeon Finds a hotdog By Mo Willems
Richard Scarry's A Day at the Fire Station By Richard Scarry
Richard Scarry's A Day at the Airport By Richard Scarry
Richard Scarry's Best Little World Book Ever By Richard Scarry
Cucumber to the Rescue By Richard Scarry
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Lesson Seventeen: Pig Invention
Rationale: The purpose of this lesson is to let the students use their imagination and information
they learned about the different library classifications to design an invention for the three pigs.
They will use their story comprehension skills to design an invention that incorporates what the
pigs learned in the library and to write about that invention.
Standard: 3.C.la Write for a variety of purposes including description, information, explanation,
persuasion, and narration.
Objective: Students will write a paragraph explaining their invention.
Standard: 4.B.l a Present brief oral reports, using language and vocabulary appropriate to the
message and audience.
Objective: Students will present and explain the drawings of their pig invention to the class.
Materials: The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Thirteen
Paper
Pencils
Crayons
Markers
Colored Pencils
Lesson Steps: Have the students sit at the table.
Read The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Thirteen.
Give each student a piece of paper.
Spread the markers, crayons, and colored pencils out on each table for the students to share.
Give the students 10-15 minutes to complete their invention.
Walk around the room to answer questions and monitor progress.
Have each student stand up and explain their invention and how the pigs will use it to scare away
the big bad wolf.
Assessment: I will use a rubric to asses the students' inventions and presentations.
Criteria
3 Points
2 Points
1Point
o Points
Invention
Students drew Students
Students drew Students did
a picture and
not write a
wrote a
a picture of
paragraph or
wrote a
description of the invention
draw a picture
paragraph
the invention
but did not
describing the but did not
of their
write a
invention.
draw a picture paragraph
invention.
of it.
about it.
Students did
Presentation
Students
Students
Students
presented
presented an
presented a
not present a
both picture
explanation of picture of the
picture or an
and
the invention
invention and explanation of
explanation of and no
the invention.
no
invention.
picture.
explanation.

Total Points

79

The Three Flying Pigs and the Library Part Thirteen
The pigs were very grateful. They packed up their library books and flew home. What
kind of invention do you think the pigs came up with to scare away the big bad wolf? Draw a
picture of what you think the pigs made and write a short explanation that tells me what it is and
how it works.
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Post Assessment
Name:

---------------------------------------

Directions: Follow the directions on the page and answer the questions.

1. Pick your book slip from the jar.

2. What is the title of your book?

3. Who is the author of this book?

_

------------------------

4. Find your book in the library.

5. Where did you find the book?

_

6. What number classification system is it in? Circle one.
000,
100,
200,
300,
400,
500,

600,

700,

7. What do you think the book is about?

8. Is it nonfiction or fiction?

900

_

----------------------------

9. Who is the author ofthe book?

10. What is the book title?

800,

---------------------

---------------------------

11. What color sticker does it have on it?

----------------------------

12. Go check this book out.

13. When you have finished, take your book to the carpet and start to read it.
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List of 18 books:
Click Clack Moo, Cows that Type By Doreen Cronin
Diary of a Fly By Doreen Cronin
Dooby Dooby Moo By Doreen Cronin
Diary of a Spider By Doreen Cronin
Duck for President By Doreen Cronin
Diary of a Worm By Doreen Cronin
Giggle, Giggle Quack By Doreen Cronin
The Pigeon Wants a Puppy By Mo Willems
Edwina the Dinosaur Who Didn't Know She was Extinct By Mo Willems
The Pigeon has Feeling To! A Smidgeon of Pigeon By Mo Willems
The Pigeon Loves Things That Go! A Smidgeon of Pigeon By Mo Willems
Don't Let the Pigeon Stay up Late By Mo Willems
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus By Mo Willems
Knuffle Bunny By Mo Willems
The Pigeon Finds a hotdog By Mo Willems
Richard Scarry's A Day at the Fire Station By Richard Scarry
Richard Scarry's A Day at the Airport By Richard Scarry
Richard Scarry's Best Little World Book Ever By Richard Scarry
Cucumber to the Rescue By Richard Scarry
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